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Learn how The POWER of We fuels our beliefs.  

A collection of stories that model each of The Mississippi Conference Core Values (tabs shown at 
left); love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship can be found at the links listed below.

LOVE:  Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1412

GENEROSITY: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1413

JUSTICE: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1414

APPRENTICESHIP: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1415
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It’s Holy Week and Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. ponders, “This 
must have been for Jesus a week filled more with emotions than 
with thoughts.” He explains further in his latest excerpt of Bishop’s 
Journal.   <<See Bishop’s Journal, page 3 for story>>
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Apprenticeship is a Core Value for us in the Mississippi Conference. An apprentice is a person who is learning a craft 
or a trade from a master. An apprentice learns through immersion in the life, story and work of the master. The lan-
guage of apprenticeship is simply a new way of talking about the age-old mission of the church to make and to become 
disciples, that is, students of Jesus Christ. In each edition of The Circuit Rider during 2014, the Board of Discipleship 
will be offering a segment called “How I Became of Disciple” as a means of living out our Core Values. We hope you 
enjoy learning from your brothers and sisters who are telling of their journey in discipleship as we all seek to apprentice 
ourselves to our Master.

Rev. Chris McAlilly, 
Chair of the Mississippi Conference Board of Discipleship

April 16, 2014
Part I – A Godly Heritage: Birth to High School
My spiritual autobiography began long before I was born. It was written in the hands of my grandmother and great aunts, sitting on 
the porch shelling peas on a summer evening. It was scrawled indelibly beneath my grandfather’s initials in the heart pine ridge beam 
raised to hold the tin roof on the tabernacle of the Wesleyan Campground in Union Point, Georgia. It was murmured softly before my 
mother ever whispered my name, as she and my father returned the news of my life to the Giver of all good things. Though the bound-
ary lines of my life fell in pleasant places, and though I had a godly heritage, there inevitably came a time when I had to push back on 
those boundaries and spend my inheritance in riotous living. Before I was out of high school I wanted to know why the same people 
went to get sanctified at the altar every year at camp meeting—where was this holiness that everyone shouted about, and why did it 
never seem to stick? If the Spirit reveals the truth to God’s people, why were the holiness colleges our family revered so late to repent 
of their racist and sexist admissions policies? Why did teachers at my Baptist high school excoriate Catholics when it was not clear that 
they had ever met one? Why were there so many rules and so little joy?

Part II – Freedom to Do Things My Way
By the time I got to college I was ready to do things my way. My newfound freedom was nowhere more enjoyed than in the life of the 
mind. One particular memory from my sophomore year plays out in stark detail. Our Honors Seminar was discussing William James out 
on the steps of Evans Hall (at a liberal arts college the winds of intellectual change blow more freely outdoors), when a nice Christian 
girl blithely suggested a point based on the inerrancy of the Bible. My response was swift, rational and cruel. Afterward, I thought about 
how good it felt to come out and say that religion was a construct, an ideology masking political power, a psychological projection of 
inferior persons. At the time, I was pretty sure those insights were original.

Never one to set my sites too low, I applied to creative writing programs that were way above my pay-grade, and was rejected by all 
of them. Not aware at that time that my creative ego was writing checks my talent couldn’t cash, I set out for Missoula, Montana to try 
and make it as a writer. While I had long admired that city for its writing culture, what I didn’t know at the time was that it was also well 
known for its drug scene. It’s hard to make sense of this portion of my life, other than to say I was lost—personally, spiritually and intel-
lectually.

Part III – The Prison of My Own Way
At one of the many low points during this time, I was sentenced to 30 days in jail in Chamberlain, South Dakota. After reading all the 
books in the library, plus the Dante and Dostoyevsky I had brought from home, I cursed my luck and picked up a copy of “The Mes-
sage.” Paul’s words in Galatians 5 seemed to name my life better than even the novelists could. “It is obvious what kind of life develops 
out of trying to get your own way all the time: repetitive, loveless, cheap sex; a stinking accumulation of mental and emotional garbage; 
frenzied and joyless grabs for happiness; trinket gods; magic-show religion; paranoid loneliness…” I didn’t know if Paul was right when 
he said that God could bring fruit into our lives in the way that apples appear in an orchard, but I was pretty sure that he had described 
the mess I had made out of things so far. When I returned home to Georgia, I was ready to admit that I didn’t know much about any-
thing, and that I would need to devote some time and attention to finding out.

Part IV – God Has Redeemed My Life from the Pit
One Sunday morning not long after that, my brother asked me to sing a song to accompany his Sunday school lesson at Athens First 
UMC. Though I was pretty hostile to the idea of setting foot in church at this point, I agreed to help him out. Afterward, he wanted me to 
go to morning worship; I hesitated but finally went. I still remember thinking that it would be good for a few laughs at least. That Sunday, 
Carolyn Moore preached about the Magi—seekers willing to go far to find out what is true. One sentence rang in my mind, 

“If we fancy ourselves seekers for God, then at worst we will search diligently, and at best we will search desperately.” At the end she 
gave an altar call for those who wanted courage to search for the truth. The church was packed and as everyone rose to sing “I Sur-
render 

All” in closing, I found myself thinking, “Man, this is such a cliché!” But nevertheless, I felt something stirring, so I went forward—not to 
be saved—but to test, to taunt and to bargain. Regardless of whether I was justified over time or all in a flash, what remains certain is 
that God has redeemed my life from the pit. There was never any doubt that I would be an absolute wreck without the saving mercy of 
God.

How I Became a Disciple
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Easter is Coming, but Not Yet
It’s Holy Week. For the Christian, it is probably the most celebrated time of the Christian Year. This must have 
been for Jesus a week filled more with emotions than with thoughts. Can you imagine going from the exhilara-
tion of Palm Sunday to the Day of Betrayal by one of his disciples?

The scriptures reveal that Jesus was fully aware that the resurrection of his friend Lazarus was the final action 
that made escape from the cross, impossible for him. It was while he was at the peak of his popularity that 
he was in more danger than at any other time in his life. It is only when you grow in popularity and influence 
that those that seek power and influence begin to feel threatened by you. The political powers were threaten 
by Jesus because they live in constant fear that a more popular person would arise and be a threat to wrestle 
political power and influence away from them.

Bishop’s Journal

Having returned to the church in such dramatic fashion, I was totally committed to the life of my local congregation at Athens First UMC. 
I sang in the choir, ate fellowship suppers, went to Walk to Emmaus and Disciple Bible study and attended worship three or four times a 
week. Around this time, I also started attending a Presbyterian house church where the members ate together, took care of their elderly 
and vigorously discussed the finer points of Christian doctrine and practice. In spite of my reservations about the Westminster 

Catechism, I was impressed not only with their intellectual seriousness, but also with the deep sense of vocation with which they con-
ducted their lives together. It was there I began to see what it took to move toward sanctification—namely, a set of communal practices 
that allowed members to enter into an embodied alternative to modern American culture. 

Nevertheless, it was the Methodists who had a culture of calling, and they urged me to consider ordained ministry. I’ll remain grateful to 
both of these congregations for showing me the church at her best.

Part V – Through the Wilderness Towards Holiness
At the personal level, I still struggle with the everyday practices of piety that enable holiness. One of the biggest challenges is how to 
make time and space for prayer when my kids possess a sixth sense alerting them to wake up as soon as they hear Daddy tip-toeing 
toward the coffee pot. Where my early spiritual journey was marked by the magnetism of justification (either for it or against it), as 
my journey wends through the wilderness toward holiness, I’m often without orienting markers of achievement or progress. The irony 
now is that I’m the guy going down to the altar at camp meeting, seeking the gentleness and patience that comes with holiness but 
not attaining it…yet. When I find myself in the place of asking, though, I can begin to make out figures in the distance. Some of them 
seem like giants in my imagination—men and women whose images are carved in stone, whose feast days are written on the calendar. 
However, when I look closer to hand I see the traces of others who, like me, continued to put one foot in front of the other on their way 
toward the land that was promised—men like my father, who after all these years has found that holiness of heart is also holiness in life. 
He has discovered that holiness looks a lot like loving the incarcerated and the forgotten. Like him, I hope that my spiritual biography is 
still being written as I near the end of the road. Indeed, in the end it seems that the story of our spiritual life is always told by others—by 
those who whispered our names before birth and by those whose names are on our lips at their final closing..

Rev. Joe Gunby
Pastor, United Methodist Church at Bishop and High Shoals, Georgia - Athens District

Matthew 28:1-10
New International Version (NIV)
Jesus Has Risen
After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb.

2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and 
sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him that they shook 
and became like dead men.

5 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is not here; he has 
risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is 
going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.”

8 So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greet-
ings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my 
brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

word POWER
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The economic powers are often threaten by a popular figure that somehow thrives without their assistance and therefore can become 
a credible threat to their economic sway and dominance. The religious order is threaten by a popular rabbi that points the people to a 
principal beyond the priests to a ‘more than ritual’ life that is lived in response to “…love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all 
your being, and with all your mind…And…you must love your neighbor as you love yourself.”

Jesus’ heart goes from soaring to the pits day by day as he walks slowly, but surely toward Golgotha. His heart must have been heavy. 
Surely this was a week filled with passion. We dare not approach Holy Week with only an analytical mind. We must open ourselves up 
to the feelings side of this week if we are to truly benefit from Jesus’ experience during this week. I know that Easter is coming but don’t 
get in a hurry. We must experience Maundy Thursday, with not only Holy Communion but the sacred act of Jesus washing the disciples 
feet, as well. We dare not rush pass Jesus saying to Judas, “What you are getting ready to do, go do it quickly.” It’s a week filled with 
passion. We must not rush pass the betrayal with a kiss, the agony of a man discovering he has committed an awful sin, the denial of 
Peter, the series of trials and oh the agony of ‘Good Friday.’ Stay there and feel it. I know Easter is coming, but not yet. 

Bishop’s On the Move
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming days.

• April 20, 2014 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will preach during the 9:30 a.m. worship service at Griffin United Methodist Church in Starkville, Mississippi.

• April 24, 2014 (Thursday)
The Tupelo Lay Rally will be held at First United Methodist Church in Tupelo at 6:00 p.m. Bishop Swanson will be the guest speaker.

• May 22, 2014 (Thursday)
Bishop Swanson will be the keynote speaker for the Duty to God Breakfast, Thursday, May 22 at 7:30 a.m. The breakfast will be held in 
the Delta Ballroom at the Opryland Hotel in Nashville, Tennessee. It is the official ‘kick-off’ to the Boy Scouts of America (BSA) National 
Annual Meeting.

MS Conference Lay Women Commissioned as Deaconess This Month 
By Lou Ann Staggs

Two leading lay women of the Mississippi Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church will be commissioned 
as deaconesses this month at United Methodist Women’s Assembly in Louisville, Kentucky.

The office of deaconess is a lay office for women who feel called by God to be in a lifetime relationship in The 
United Methodist Church for engagement with a full-time vocation in ministries of love, justice and service. Together 
they form a covenant community that is rooted in Scripture, informed by history, driven by mission, ecumenical in 
scope and global in outreach. The lay equivalent for men is home missioner.

The deaconess and home missioner call to ministries of love, justice and service is defined in Paragraph 1314.1 of 
The United Methodist Book of Discipline, which states:  

“Deaconesses and home missioners function through diverse forms of service directed toward the world to make 
Jesus Christ known in the fullness of his ministry and mission, which mandate that his followers:

1. Alleviate suffering;
2. Eradicate causes of injustice and all that robs life of dignity and worth;
3. Facilitate the development of full human potential; and
4. Share in building global community through the church universal.”

Cheryl Farr and Erie Stuckett are the two women who felt the call of God to pursue a specific relationship in mission 
to The United Methodist Church. After submitting the completed application, they were invited to a discernment 
event which is a long weekend filled with stories and educational information on ways deaconesses and home mis-
sioners are working in the world through the United Methodist connection.

At this point, Farr and Stuckett were invited into the program and completed the requirements which included many 
hours of educational work through one of the United Methodist seminaries, a psychological exam and other work. 
They will be commissioned into the office and introduced to this annual conference as full-time, trained Christian service workers.

Farr is the wife of Rev. Clay Farr and the mother of Travis and Michael. She designs websites for churches and individuals (Farr Out 
Designs) and is the web designer and manager for the New Albany District Office, Mississippi Conference United Methodist Women 
and Mississippi Conference Mission link, mississippiummissions.org.

Born in Greenville, Mississippi, Erie Stuckett received her B.A. in Sociology from Mississippi Valley State University. She retired as di-
rector of the Washington County Department of Human Services in 2002, after 32 years of service, but her retirement did not last long. 

Connecting

Cheryl Farr

Erie Stuckett
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In 2007 she received the opportunity to serve her church and the children of her community in the full-time volunteer role as leader of 
the Revels United Methodist Church After School Program. She is married, has three grown children and six wonderful grandchildren.  

Farr and Stuckett will live out their calling and use their training in the current positions they have but with a much broader understand-
ing of the United Methodist Missional relationship

Tupelo District Office Moves   
The Tupelo District Office has relocated to 3206 W. Jackson Street in Tupelo, Mississippi. While the  physical 
address has changed, the office phone numbers, email and mailing addresses remain the same (Tupelo Dis-
trict of The United Methodist Church, P.O. Box 3957, Tupelo, MS 38803-3957 - office: 662-842-8477; mobile: 
662-322-3567). 

Mission u: Learning Together for the Transformation of the World  
By Jackie Pennington, Dean

Photo right: A Mission u gathering where one woman was baptized. 

My dilemma is this. What words do I choose to describe Mission u (formerly 
School of Christian Mission) so that you will want to attend or if you already 
plan to attend, motivate you to bring a friend? As one who has attended for 
over 30 years, I could talk about supportive community. At least once each 
year I get to spend quality time with friends across Mississippi that I may 
see only once a year, but know they are praying for me throughout the year. 
I could talk about expanding concepts of mission, for that is certainly what 
Mission u is about. Who are the Roma of Europe and how are we as United 
Methodist Women connected to their lives? Every two years we examine 
a new geographical area of the world and learn about another segment of 
God’s people. This study is an option for 2014-2015, but it will not be of-
fered again at Mission u. 

I could talk of spiritual growth and knowing God. This year’s study, How Is It With Your Soul?, will help us examine our lives from the 
perspectives of praying, learning, mentoring and transforming self, community and world. Within the last five years two young women 
have felt the call of God and asked to be baptized at Mission u. 

I could use the word advocate.The Church and People with Disabilities will enlighten us regarding the problems of persons with disabili-
ties and challenge us to become advocates in our churches and communities. We are called to be advocates for justice.

United Methodist Women never forget children. The children’s study is Making a New Picture Together: Welcoming Persons with Dis-
abilities into our Lives. Adults will learn how to lead this study for children in their local church and/or community. God’s mission includes 
children and we can enable a child’s participation in that mission.

There are so many descriptive words, but I am running out of space. So, let me mention one more little word - fun.In the midst of all 
else that goes on at Mission u. There is always fun. Every local organization of United Methodist Women needs to send at least one 
person to Mission u.  

The event takes place July 16- 19, 2014 at East Central Community College, 275 West Broad Street in Decatur, Mississippi.

For more information visit www.mississippi-umw.org or download a registration form at http://www.mississippi-umw.org/files/reg-
istration_form_2014.pdf. 

Black Caucus Commits to Increase Advocacy  
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Expect to hear more in the next three years from The United Methodist 
Church’s black caucus on issues that affect the denomination and the U.S. 
society. Black Methodists for Church Renewal adopted a plan to increase 
the group’s advocacy on issues such as criminal justice and voting.

Go to http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/black-caucus-commits-to-
increase-advocacy to read the story.

Photo right: At right, the Rev. Cedrick Bridgeforth, chair of Black Method-
ists for Church Renewal, addresses the caucus about plans for its future. 
From left, sitting, are the Rev. Danita R. Anderson, the group’s secretary, 
and Deborah Bell, vice chair.

Photo by Bill Fulton, WAFB Photo
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Keeping Members Safe and Reducing Liabilities in Church Gyms           
Mississippi Conference Consultant, Arthur J. Gallagher Risk Management Services

Does your church have a gymnasium in which members play basketball, volleyball, or participate in 
other  fitness activities? While providing such a facility to members is great, churches must consider 
the related risks and take the necessary precautions to keep members safe and reduce liabilities. To 
read more on this topic, download pdf: http://origin.library.constantcontact.com/download/get/
file/1102747532396-1738/Protecting+Our+Churches+Gymnasiums.pdf.

Quarterly Review Time      
Rev. Mike Hicks, Associate Director, Mississippi United Methodist Foundation 

The first quarter of 2014 has now come and gone. This is a great time to sit down with your finance team and see where you are. 
Please do not just divide the budget by Sundays, months or quarters and impose a strict percentage measure. Look at the giving his-
tory of your setting.

Administry

Scouting Group Loses United Methodist Affiliation  
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

After years of disagreements, a scouting organization, the National Association of United Methodist Scouters, has lost its affiliation with 
the Commission on United Methodist Men and other United Methodist organizations. Go to http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/
scouting-group-loses-united-methodist-affiliation to read more details.

United Methodists Raise 80 Percent of Malaria Goal  
United Methodist News Service and Mississippi Conference Communications

Mississippi Conference Contributions Included

Imagine No Malaria announced recently that United Methodists are 80 percent 
of the way toward reaching  their goal of raising $75 million for the campaign by 
2015. In the past year alone, the people of The United Methodist Church have 
made contributions and pledges of more than $28 million, boosting the total 
raised to more than $60 million.

Since 2006, United Methodists have focused on the challenge of saving lives at 
risk from malaria - a preventable disease that still kills a child every 60 seconds. 
In the past eight years, the church has helped cut the death toll in half.

According to the website, umcmission.org, to date, the Mississippi Conference 
has 72 gifts (donations) registered for a total of $10,730.71 towards Imagine No 
Malaria. Julie Parker of Brandon First UMC in Brandon, Mississippi, recalls the 
summer in 2012 when young vacation Bible school participants raised $325.00 
for the cause.   She said the kids had a chance to feel the protective nets and see how they were used to shield those at risk of the 
disease.  The report that the denomination is making great strides in this campaign gives Parker joy.

“It is great to know that the children at Brandon First UMC were part of a great movement to help children eradicate Malaria,” said 
Parker. Contributions as low as $5.00 to $4,000 from Mississippi has rolled into the collection, making the point, every dollar counts.

One of the most recent Mississippi gifts was made two weeks ago following a message from Bishop James Swanson Sr., to children 
during worship at Eupora First UMC.  He explained to them the Imagine No Malaria campaign and how the small donation of $10 could 
buy four bedding nets that would save lives.  After that Bishop Swanson challenged the church to raise money and to the surprise of 
many, the church responded in the moment with an offering of nearly $600.00.

“I think it’s amazing. It is further affirmation that when we all work together as the church, we can accomplish amazing things,” said Rev. 
Trey Harper, pastor of Eupora First.

Go to http://www.imaginenomalaria.org/2014/04/11/united-methodists-raise-80-percent-of-funding-goal/ for the full story on the 
status of the funding goal.

As World Malaria Day approaches on April 25, Imagine No Malaria is asking supporters to #CovertheNet to raise awareness across 
social media networks about this killer disease.

For more information on how to join the buzz, go to http://www.imaginenomalaria.org.



7

Some churches start the year with a bang, but there are others that give big in the last quarter of the year and almost nothing in the first 
quarter. Look at the historical numbers to see where you are and then make course corrections.

Now is the time to send out quarterly giving statements. This is the perfect opportunity to lift up the good news of what is being accom-
plished through the faithful generosity of your members. Thank the faithful givers of your faith community and encourage those who 
could do more in separate letters. Do not send the same generic letter to everyone.  Give praise to those who give faithfully and chal-
lenge those who can do more.

Still not sure what to do next? Call the Mississippi United Methodist Foundation at 1-800-496-0975 or 601-948-8845.

Trinity United Methodist Church Mortgage Burning 
By Iris Holloway, Member of the Senatobia District Communications Team    

Photo right: It was an occasion for praise during the Trinity UMC 
mortgage burning service. 

The crowd gathered at Trinity United Methodist Church in Marks on 
Sunday April 6.  The church was filled  with over 300 area resi-
dents, friends and clergy.  It was a time of singing and praising the 
Lord for the blessings he has given this congregation.  The celebra-
tion of this congregation could not have been more jubilant.  

The joyous sounds in the room were magnificent with a choir 
lead by Tashunda Vaughn and musical instruments of keyboard 
and drums. Vaughn declared, “This is the day which the Lord has 
made. We give praise for liquid sunshine.”  Although it was raining 
it did not deter the multitude. What were they celebrating?   It was 
the celebration of Trinity United Methodist mortgage burning.  One 
could feel the Holy Spirit as acolytes Makyla Jackson and Janyia 
Brunt proceeded down the aisle to light the candles.  

Brother Donnie Love gave thanks to Bishop James Swanson Sr. for joining the celebration and began by proclaiming “We are here to 
praise the Lord. We are here to give the Lord the honor and respect he deserves...With God all things are possible.”

It had been eight years since this group took out a $ 250,000 loan to refurbish a building known as the John Deere Building located at 
1937 Charlie Pride Highway in Marks. Today they celebrated by “burning the mortgage.”  Yes they set fire in a charcoal grill and let it 
burn.  It was an overwhelming event.  In early 2014, Pastors Eddie and Emma Ward announced a plan before the congregation that 
consisted of a three-month sacrificial giving effort. The congregation met the challenge, and together as a church they raised the neces-
sary monies to pay down the principle and paid off the mortgage.

Just an important as the mortgage burning is the coming together of three small churches to form one congregation.  Three small 
churches-Henry Chapel in Birdie, Wesley Chapel in Birdie and Pilgrims Rest in Squirrel Lake-peacefully joined together to form one 
body.  This was no small undertaking, but was described by Love as a creation of spectacular teamwork.  All wanted it to work, to form 
one larger body for the purpose of worshipping the Lord. Love described the John Deere location as “a building that housed farm imple-
ments to bring in crops.”  He continued by saying the location still brings in the crops, but the crops are for the Lord. 

Bishop Swanson gave an uplifting message. “Church should be a joyous place to go. One should walk out better than when they came 
in,” said Swanson.

He encouraged Trinity to “write their story,” “record their story.”  Find a way to make it a confessional piece.  Stay anchored. Have 
something to hold onto when the rain comes. “The most important thing is to take God’s word and make it the substance of your life,” 
declared Swanson.

The service ended with an invocation to lay down your burdens and give them to the Lord.  Many came forward.  It was a spectacular 
day in the name of the Lord. Bishop Swanson ended his message on a light note.  He shared an adage from his mother. “When you 
hear thunder, that’s our Lord moving around the furniture in Heaven making room for more angels.”  How about that message? 

Episcopal and UM Bishops Unite for Covenant Feast Day Worship 
By Cynthia Laird, Senatobia District Communications Coordinator 

First United Methodist Church in Clarksdale, Mississippi hosted the Feast Day of John and Charles  Wesley on April 6, 2014.  This was 
a time of celebration as Episcopal churches in the area and United Methodists in the Senatobia District came together for the Eucha-
rist, and to commemorate our unity in Christ and the religious heritage they share.  Rev. Andy Cotten, pastor of First United Methodist 

Faith Communities
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The Importance of Eggs: Children and Easter
An adorable video story produced by Laurens Glass, features some very Easter 
Bunny-savvy eggheads  hunting, hopping and hoping the Easter Bunny leaves them 
a golden egg. However, all their cuteness is part of a bigger story. Did you know eggs 
are symbols that pre-date Christianity? Or that later, the Christian faith adopted the egg 
as a symbol of a new life in Christ? Learn a little Easter history through a child’s eyes 
and just for fun, find out what some little eggheads say about Easter eggs - other than 
“yum.” To view the video, visit https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_
embedded&v=Gv8bCsS5dz4.

Students

Save the Date  |  Announcements

Mentoring Event for Boys and Young Men
April 12, 2014
Trinity United Methodist Church men of Brandon, Mississippi will host a mentoring program on Saturday, April 12, 2014 from 1:00-
5:00 p.m.  This event is for boys and young men of Trinity, the church community and surrounding areas. They are requesting that 
the fathers participate in this event if at all possible with their son(s). This event will include horseback riding, fishing, bow and arrow, 
computer activities, and more.  Food will be included, so please come out and enjoy.

Upcoming Events at Vincent Chapel UMC
April 13-May 18, 2014
Planning on being in the North Carrollton area within the next two months? Mark your calendar to participate in worship at the following 
approaching activities at Vincent Chapel UMC.

• Youth Spring Revival - 7:00 p.m. - Monday through Friday, April 14-18, 2014
• Easter Celebration - 2:00 p.m. - Sunday, April 20, 2014
• Gospel Extravaganza - 2:30 p.m. - Sunday, May 18, 2014 

The church is at the corner of Marshall Road and First Street in North Carrollton. Everyone is invited to come and worship any time.

Walden Chapel Passion Week and Easter Services
April 15-17, 2014
The Walden Chapel United Methodist Church family cordially invites everyone to their annual Passion Week Services April 15 - 17, 
2014 at 7:00 p.m. They will commemorate the events leading to the resurrection of Jesus. Walden Chapel is delighted to have as a 

in Clarksdale, extended a welcome to all.  Musicians from both 
denominations participated in music for the service that was lofty, 
inspiring and powerful as it evoked centuries of faith.

Bishop Duncan M. Gray III of the Episcopal Diocese of Missis-
sippi spoke of the shared heritage and stance as a community of 
conscience against violence and racial and religious intolerance. 
Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. of the Mississippi Annual Confer-
ence of The United Methodist Church led the Service of Word and 
Table.  Together, the two bishops extended the Thanksgiving and 
Communion to the gathered faithful.

Around 2006 or 2007, Bishop Gray and former Bishop Hope 
Morgan Ward signed a commitment to celebrate together in the 
Feast Day of John and Charles Wesley.  There has even been talk 
of shared clergy between the two denominations in the years to 
come. 

This Feast Day of John and Charles Wesley service was not only a reminder of the past that the denominations have in common.  It 
was also a reminder that they have a shared faith and responsibility to follow where God is leading them now and in the future.

Photo right: Left to right:  Bishop Duncan M. Gray III, Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr., and the Chancel Choir of First UMC Clarksdale.
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guest preacher, Rev. Timothy Thompson, administrative assistant to the bishop of the Mississippi Annual Conference of The United 
Methodist Church on Easter Sunday, April 20.  

There will be no 9:30 a.m. Sunday school and there will be a sunrise service at 6:00 a.m. with breakfast. There will be regular service at 
11:00 a.m. and an Easter program at 6:00 p.m. that evening. Come celebrate the Risen Savior!

John Wesley UMC Good Friday Service: Seven Sayings of the Cross
April 18, 2014
John Wesley United Methodist Church will have a Good Friday Service beginning at 9:00 a.m. on Friday, April 18. The theme scrip-
ture comes from Matthew 4:4 when Jesus said, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the 
mouth of God.’”

John Wesley UMC is located at 49 S. Lexington Street in Durant, Mississippi. For additional information contact LaSonya Teague at 
lasontg@bellsouth.net.

Spring Revival at St. Mary’s United Methodist Church
April 21-23, 2014
You are cordially invited to revival days beginning Monday April 21 and continuing through Wednesday, April 23 at St. Mary’s 
United Methodist Church located at 3009 Harmony Road in Crystal Springs, Mississippi. Each night, revival will begin at 7:00 p.m. with 
preaching from Rev. Perry May on Monday, Rev. Tim Willis on Tuesday and Rev. Fitzgerald Lovett on Wednesday.

Ellison UMC Hosts Christian Art Display
May 3, 2014
Ellison United Methodist Church in Vaughan, Mississippi is proud to host an art display by local Christian artist Kristin Travis entitled 
“The Signs.” Artwork will be on display Saturday, May 3, 2014 from 1:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. The community is invited to enjoy the display.

The show is representative of life with seven stops along the way. The paintings of signs and roadside views show a symbolic meaning 
of our walk with Christ. Poems and prayers will accompany the viewer in understanding the meaning of each piece.

You are invited to come on the journey, see the signs and let the Holy Spirit speak through the work of art. There is no admission 
charge. The artist will be available for questions. The church is located on Vaughan Rd. four miles west of I-55 at exit 133. You may 
view Kristin’s artwork at www.facebook.com/kristin.travis.50 or call 662-571-7041 for more details.

COSROW Coffee and Conversation
May 12, 2014        
What is COSROW (Commission on the Status and Role of Women)? 

Why is COSROW important for our Mississippi Annual Conference?

How does COSROW connect lay and clergy women who are all made in the image of God?

You are invited to a time of fellowship, sharing and learning as we seek to reflect upon these 
important questions for the women of our Mississippi Annual Conference.

Rev. Dr. Connie Shelton, director of communications and connection and Rev. Susannah 
Grubbs Carr, chair of COSROW for our annual conference will be hosting an afternoon of “cof-
fee and conversation” for anyone interested in learning more and being part of this important ministry.

Come enjoy fellowship with friends, meet new sisters in the faith and be part of dreaming for our future.

This event will take place on Monday, May 12, 2014 from 2:00 p.m.- 4:00 p.m. at Crossgates UMC in Brandon, Mississippi.

Duty to God Breakfast, BSA National Annual Meeting, at Opryland Hotel
May 22, 2014
You are invited to join general secretary, Gil Hanke and other dedicated scouters at The United 
Methodist Church table (two tables of 10) for the Duty to God Breakfast, Thursday, May 22, 
7:30 a.m. The event will be held in the Delta Ballroom at the Opryland Hotel in Nashville, Ten-
nessee.  It is the official ‘kick-off’ to the Boy Scouts of America (BSA) National Annual Meeting.

Also, those who are registered scouters will need to purchase tickets as part of the registration 
process. The link for registering for this event is www.scouting.org/nationalannualmeeting.

The theme for this year’s event is “A Scout is Loyal.” Reflecting that spirit from an entertainment perspective will be renowned country 
music artist Lee Greenwood. Greenwood is best known for his single and signature song “God Bless the USA.” He has also charted 
seven No. 1 hits and more than 35 singles on the Billboard country music charts. He is a recipient of BSA’s prestigious Silver Buffalo 
Award (2002).
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Additionally, Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. will be the keynote speaker. Bishop Swanson is also president of the General Commission 
on United Methodist Men. Bishop Swanson is a “friend of youth” and will bring an inspirational message to all in attendance.

Also, Nathanael Pope (son of Gregory Pope, a former United Methodist Men Foundation board member and former Scouting Minis-
try Committee member), will be one of the Boy Scouts honored that morning. Nathanael will be a “Four Star Recipient” of the PRAY 
Awards. Less than 1 percent of all scouts can claim that distinction.

This event promises to be an excellent time of fellowship, entertainment and recognition of servant leadership.

Thanks in advance for responding as soon as possible.

Mississippi BMCR and Gammon Alumni Annual Conference Dinner
June 6, 2014
The Mississippi Black Methodist for Church Renewal (BMCR) and Gammon Alumni invite you to their annual conference dinner.  The 
gathering has been planned for Friday, June 6 during the evening break of the annual conference.  The meal will be served at Central 
United Methodist Church in Jackson.

You are also invited to become a member of the Mississippi BMCR for the year of 2014 - 2015. Tickets for the dinner cost $20 and 
yearly membership dues are also $20.

Checks should be made payable to Mississippi BMCR and mailed to: Mississippi BMCR, 3724 Davis St., Moss Point, MS 39563.

Clergy Spouse Brunch at Annual Conference
June 6, 2014
There will be a brunch for clergy spouses on Friday, June 6 from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Jackson Convention Center (room to 
be announced). The cost is$20 for clergy spouses and $10 for retired and widowed spouses.

The last day to register is May 2, 2014. There will be no tickets available after this date! Send registration to Kristy Murden at 214 N. 
Church St., Florence, MS, 39073. For more details call Kristy at 601-715-9717 or send an email to kristy1229@comcast.net.

Global Ministries’ Opening Session to be Streamed Online
Directors of the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries will meet April 10-12. Thursday’s opening worship service and report by 
Thomas Kemper, the board’s top executive, will be streamed live online. To watch online, go to http://www.umcmission.org/Find-
Resources/Media-Gallery/Live.  

IAMSCU Scholarships Available
With the International Association of Methodist Schools, Colleges and Universities meeting in Hiroshima, Japan, next month, the 
Conference Planning Task Force is offering limited travel scholarships. The partial assistance is available to participants from IAMSCU 
institutions who otherwise could not afford to attend the May 24-28 event.  

For details go to http://www.iamscu.net/travel-scholarships-to-attend-the-hiroshima-conference/.

Nexus: Youth Day at the Mississippi Annual Conference
June 7, 2014
Youth from across the Mississippi Conference are invited to a day of worship and fun at the 
2014 Nexus  Youth Day at the Mississippi Annual Conference. Ohio Avenue will lead praise 
and Celia Whitler will be the speaker for this event. Registration is $20 until May 30 and $25 
after May 30. Youth will gather at the Jackson Convention Complex at 105 E. Pascagoula 
Street in Jackson.

For more details, go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/events/detail/1311 or contact the 
conference youth and family ministries coordinator, Mike Howington at 601-354-0515.

2014 CONVO: Faith to Life
July 11-13, 2014
Don’t miss this opportunity to fellowship with youth from across the state! The 2014 CONVO 
will take  place at the Seashore Assembly in Biloxi, Mississippi from Friday, July 11 until Sun-
day July 13. Early bird registration is $90 and must be paid in full to Seashore Assem-
bly by June 23. Regular registration is $95 and must be paid in full by July 3. Anyone 
who registers after the July 3 deadline will pay $100.

For more information, go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/events/detail/1312 or contact 
Lara Leigh Ward at 228-436-6767 or at seashoreassembly@gmail.com.           
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Company Brunch  
8 slices day-old bread, decrusted, buttered and cubed
2 cups cheddar cheese, grated
¾ lb. link sausage, diced and sautéed
1 (4 oz.) can sliced mushrooms, drained and sautéed
½ pound ham, cubed and sautéed
4 eggs
1 ¼ cups of milk
¾ teaspoon dry mustard
1 can condensed cream of mushroom soup
½ cup of milk

Place cubed bread in greased 9 by 13-inch pan. Sprinkle grated cheese over top and add sautéed sausage, ham and mushrooms. Beat 
eggs, 1 ¼ cup milk and dry mustard. Pour over meat-mushroom mixture slowly. Cover and refrigerate overnight. Top casserole with 
mixture of mushroom soup and ½ cup milk before baking 1 ½ hours in preheated 300 degree oven. Yield: 8 servings.

— Kristin Bates, “Loaves and Fishes” from St. Paul UMC in Ocean Springs, Mississippi

Have a recipe that is too good to keep to yourself? Share it with our Circuit Rider readers. Email your favorite recipes to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Methodist Tested Recipes

Stay Connected

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524

https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC

www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed to 
appear more than once in this newsletter. Read a description of job opening(s) listed below.

• Crystal Springs United Methodist Church Part-time Music Director
Crystal Springs United Methodist Church has an opening for a part time Music Director whose principal function will be to plan, develop, coor-
dinate, implement and direct all aspects of the Church Chancel Choir music program in accordance with Methodist Discipline under the guid-
ance of the Pastor.  A more complete job description is available upon request.  Applicants must have a high school diploma or GED (prefer 
a BS/BA degree) and possess a broad knowledge in the field of church music with experience in church music programs. Applicants should 
possess good communication skills and be able to work with Church staff.  Benefits and salary will be dependent upon experience/education/
time commitment.  CSUMC is an ‘at will’ employer.  

Resumes should be sent to the attention of Paul Davis, SPRC Chairperson, Crystal Springs United Methodist Church, 306 West Georgetown 
Street, Crystal Springs, MS  39059. Crystal Springs United Methodist Church is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

• Pearl UMC – Part-time Youth Director
Person interested in applying for part-time youth director at Pearl United Methodist Church, located at 226 S. Pearson Road in Pearl. For 
more information call 601-939-3548.

Employment 

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.
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To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets.

MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest conference events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents 
users with a unique opportunity to interact with the conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies 
and posting comments via facebook and twitter. Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact informa-
tion and even directions from the user’s current location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

Feel free to leave a comment about the app on the Mississippi United Methodist Conference facebook and twitter pages.


